
 
18th December 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

As the Autumn Term draws to a close, I always enjoy the opportunity to stop and reflect, and writing 

this letter has left me marvelling at how much has been achieved. Belvedere Prep is an exciting, 

stimulating and inspirational place to be and this Autumn Term has been no exception. 

Academically, all children have worked incredibly hard, striving to achieve their personal targets, and 

once achieved, aimed even higher – a quality we instil in all our children. As a result, each and every 

pupil has made considerable progress since September and they should all be extremely proud of 

themselves. The Belvedere Preparatory School was ranked 14th in the Top Independent Preparatory 

Schools in England (The Sunday Times). This is a great accolade and confirms our belief that Belvedere 

Prep provides an outstanding education. 

Back in October, Belvedere Prep was inspected, over three days, by the Independent Schools’ 
Inspectorate (ISI) - the regulatory body for independent schools. It comprised both a regulatory 

compliance inspection and an inspection of educational quality. Both areas of Educational Quality 

(academic achievement and personal development) were deemed ‘Excellent’ in all areas by inspectors 

(the highest grading a school can be awarded).  This is a tribute to the hard work of all the staff, 

children, Board Members, and of course parents, in supporting Belvedere Prep’s vision. 

On a weekly basis I witness our children participating in a varied amount of activities; from whole 

school themed curriculum focuses to specialist workshops, from whole school charity fundraising 

events to competitive sporting events. This is always coupled with the usual myriad of Enrichment 

Activities.  The most memorable learning comes from a combination of excellent teaching and 

practical experience, and the learning opportunities that we provide at Belvedere Prep extend beyond 

the classroom.  

Equally, we pride ourselves on delivering a well-rounded curriculum. We are very proud of our musical 

talents and our Evening of Music & Performance last night (‘When You Believe’) gave our children the 

opportunity to perform and share their musical commitment and dedication with an audience. It was 

a truly memorable evening, which was hugely enjoyed by both the audience and the children who 

took part. A further indication of our commitment to Specialists Subjects has now been formally 

acknowledged in our achievement of, ‘Winners of The Educate Award: Outstanding Commitment to 

Sport in Primary School’. This is a prestigious award which formally recognises ‘Excellence’, across not 

only Merseyside, but also Cheshire, Lancashire and Greater Manchester. 

Our ability to perform to an audience has never been more evident than over the past few weeks. At 

Belvedere, we encourage all of our pupils to achieve the confidence of public performance from the 

earliest age. Last week, we all marvelled at the confidence shown by all of our First School children, 

some as young as three, as they climbed upon the stage to perform ‘It’s a Baby!’ This musical told the 

traditional Christmas Story - with a modern twist! The skills of team work, cooperation, speaking and 

listening, music, dance and performance all came together as families watched their children take 

centre stage. 



 
 

It is always a particular pleasure to see how quickly our new children, throughout all year groups, 

settle in with remarkable ease and become valued members of our school community. The fact that 

these children so readily consider themselves a valued part of the Belvedere Prep community is strong 

testament to our school’s nurturing and inclusive ethos.  

As a school, we are extremely lucky to have a strong core of parents who are truly dedicated and pro-

active in organising events, which benefit the whole of our school community. I thank our Guild of 

Friends for their support, time and energy.  

 

In a world which places ever greater demands on young people, it is vitality important that schools 

provide an educational experience that prepares children for the challenges they will face in their lives. 

Belvedere Prep is such a school. We are dedicated to blending academic excellence with a richness of 

opportunity beyond the classroom. High standards of teaching combine with opportunities for 

independent learning to create an intellectual curiosity in our pupils that stays with them for life. The 

range of activities provided away from the classroom further ensures that each of our pupils can grow 

and develop wherever their interests and talents may lie.   

Belvedere life is all about engaging our children in a wide range of activities, to help them achieve 

excellence in all that they do. Therefore, it is vitally important that we maintain a strong partnership 

between school and families in order to accomplish our aim. May I therefore take this opportunity to 

thank you for your continued support and commitment in all that we do here at Belvedere Prep, to 

make our school an exceptional and happy place in which to teach and learn. 

 

I wish you a very happy, restful and safe holiday, and look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 

7th January 2020. 

 

Festive wishes, 

Miss Burnham 

Headmistress 


